
1) Keep Trash Receptacle Lids 
Closed: One of the most com-
mon ways to pollute stormwater 
is leaving a dumpster lid open, or 
allowing the dumpster to become 
overfull. When it rains, storm-
water can accumulate inside and 
potentially leak pollutants from 
the receptacle.  
 
2) Know Where Your Drains 
Go: Do you have a floor drain at 
your business? Do you know 
where it goes? Floor drains, ac-
cording to Walla Walla County 
Code 11.05.020 shall not dis-
charge into the storm drainage 
system. The Dept. of Ecology 
considers floor drains that con-
nect to storm drains to be illicit 
discharges and can potentially 
assess fines if corrective actions 
are not taken to rectify the con-
nection.  
 
3) Properly Dispose of Pollu-
tants: Mop water, paint and de-
tergents are an example of just a 
few pollutants located at most 
businesses. Proper disposal of 
these materials can greatly im-
prove stormwater quality. Pollu-
tants generated daily such as 
mop water should be disposed of 
in the sanitary sewer, and not the 
storm system. Check local codes 
for proper disposal of other non 
water based pollutants such as 
oil based paint.  
 
4) Use Care When Transferring 
Fluids: Other businesses may have 
vehicle fluids present i.e. oils and 
antifreeze. These materials and their 
containers should be kept out the 
rain. Care should be taken when 
transferring these potential pollu-
tants. Fluid transfer is safest when 
done indoors, if possible.  

5) Clean Up Spills Using Dry 
Cleanup Methods: Another com-
mon way to contaminate storm-
water is through improper cleanup 
of spills, or not cleaning up a small 
spill at all. When it rains, these pol-
lutants can be picked up and mi-
grate to a storm facility, ground wa-
ter or a stream. Use dry absorbents 
and sweeping methods to clean up 
spills. Never hose down a spill, es-
pecially into a storm drain. 
 
6) Reduce Use of Fertilizers and 
Pesticides: Fertilizers, pesticides, 
and herbicides have immediate neg-
ative impacts on streams and 
groundwater. Fertilize sparingly 
and caringly.  
 
7) Retrofit your Property: Low  
impact development (LID) tech-
niques minimize and slow storm-
water runoff. Reducing runoff  re-
duces the amount of water that 
flows into streams, while recharg-
ing groundwater. Retrofits usually 
involve replacing paved surfaces 
with permeable ones to increase 
stormwater infiltration. Other LID 
retrofits could include rain gardens 
and facilities that capture storm-
water and allow it to infiltrate, 
while having an aesthetic appeal. 
Retrofits can be expensive to build 
and typically are only considered in 
the event of business expansion.   

Tips for Business Owners to Help Keep Stormwater 

as Clean as Possible 

Interested in learning 

more? Try these helpful  

contacts: 

 

Waste Disposal & Spill 

Cleanup: 

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/
hwtr/index.html. 
  

Stormwater info: 

General stormwater info and 

links to the Department of 

Ecology’s website may be 

found at Walla Walla County’s 

stormwater website: 

http:wwcountyroads.com 
 

 

Trash receptacles with lids 

shut and not near a storm 

drain. 

Dumpster with open lid near a storm 
drain. Rain can accumulate inside the 
dumpster and potentially leak. Exposed 
pollutants can be collected and dis-
charged to the nearby storm system. 

Need to report a        

problem?  Report illicit 

discharges to creeks or 

storm drains by calling:                   

(509) 524-2710 


